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ON ASS IS, Aristotelle 

SUBJECT is a Greek who was scheduled to depart from 
Buenos Aires for the U.S. on June 18 hy Panair. Ho 
is a part owner of the tankers 1 Calliroy* end 

^ch he hopes to sell to the Nar Shipping Ad- 

information from the Crook Minister that SUBJKT has 

expressed sontimonts inimical' tho acti- 

the United Nations end it is bolievod that his cicti 
vitics while in the UJ5. should bo observod. 

STATE cognizant » I 
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WAR DEPARTMENT / " 

Military Intelligence Service £ q . 
Washington 1 


Subject: 

To: 


letter of 


f£EU&£* 


41430 


It. Col. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 


ir. 


The attached communications are forwarded for your informal 
tion and such action as you consider advisable, 

For the Chief, Military Intelligence Service: 


v/ • 


r 1 

3'f(&sisdi/S itfr l(> 


Colonel, General Staff, 

Asst. E^e^utive Officer, M. I. S. 
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HID tQlt onassls, Aristoteles 


.WAR DEPARTMENT 

PAitAI'iA REQU -ST 

"(Office of Headquarters) 




Subjeot: o' 


\ / 
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.(Place) 

Fobruarv 16, 194S. 

TdS&J 


ONASPIS, Aristoteles 


Summary of Information: 


In regard to the subject applicant, the following information 
is revealed in the recordd of the KID* 

Infomation has been received that Subjeot, a Greek, le reported 
to hare departed from Buenos Aireo for the United State* on June 18, 1942. 
It Is further reported that , sub J act ie pert owner of the tanker* "Calliroy" 
and l, Antiope", whioh.he hopes to sell to the Far Shipping Administration. 

Information reveals that tho Embassy in Buenos Alrea has received 
information from the Greek JJinirter that subject has expressed sentiments 
inimical to the Tar efforts of tne United Nations. 
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Information received froc.^ 

that subject expressed sentiments inimical 
to war effort of U. S. and In receipt of 
large amounts of money. Investigation at 
LA to date reflects no derogatory infor- 
mation and revealed subject operator for 
V. ECU IA LID IS, owner of tanker, Calliroy, 
operating out of U. Subject's receipt 
of money legal business transactions. 
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DETAILS 1 


Investigation in this case la pre< 


anSdCblOAfle f ^ 

Deleted C-rr Sent < - 

by Letter r ‘ ' 

Par FOIA Eeriest 

?on information receivsd 


the subject, of (jb7 p) 
Greek origin, reportedly a citizen of Argentina, bad expressed sentiments it 2J 
inimical to the war effort of the United States. Inforoant further advised ' * 

that the subject received $12,000.00 between June 10 and July 26, 1943, from * 
the Los Angeles office of the General Steamship Corporation. In return for 
payments made to him during this period, he submitted checks payable to the 
General Steamship Corporation, signed P. P. N. KCNIALIDI3 by A. S. CHASSIS, 
drawn on the National City Bank of New lork. The General Steamship Corpo- 
ration advised informant that subject is reportedly part owner of the tanker, 
Calliroy, sailing under t he Panamanian flag, and that their corporation acted 
as brokers for the ship* 
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_ or the General Steaaaftiip Corpo* 

ration at' Ins Ang*les|ed vised that tbo eubject la tha representative for % 
KCNIALIBIS vbo owns the tanker, Calliroy, for vhioh hia oorporatioc aota a# 
broker* Be advised that tha amount a of aoney rooalTad by tba subject fraa ' 
tha corporation vara payments made In cashing subject 'a ohecks* Be atatad 
that the aubjeot baa bean rooonaended by tha corporation's affloaa in flan ’* 

Francisco, and that tba transactions of aonay between tba corporation and 
subject vara merely a naans for the subject to eaab bla cheeks legally 



part of bis business operation as a rapra sen tative for K0EIALXDX8* steamship 
line* Be further advised that tba corporation bad no personal contact aifthl^r , 
the subject and that all dealings vitb them vara an a purely business baaia* '^^’, 

f r n f> \ > v ,* * .Vr* r \ x ' • V > 

lk^ U l that tba subject ing 

otel and it considersd as part 
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ving in Baverl 


La at tba Beverl 


tad that tba subject 
and la considered as _ 

owner of tha South American Steamship Company* -Informant advised that tba' . -■ 

subject does not mingle with other gueeta of foreign extraction nor idib any' ■£$ *’ 
cf tha help. Be described bln as a "play^boyv type and atatad that from olcee 3r‘. 
observation be bad no knovledge of the subject *s oonduoting any ausplcloua " 
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he oould vouch for| 

of the tanker Calllroy, advised thaV thsC 
•abject is The ' brother-in-law of the oensr and ie acting ae the buaines^V^y 
for the owner here in Dos Angeles* ' - 

A check of the records of the Immigration and naturalisation Service* 
los Angeles* failed to reveal any information on the subject* 


follows* 


A description as furnished 


Age 
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■eight 

Bair 
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nationality 
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Black 
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UNDEVELOPED IK ADS ?- • -■ - . ,> '.v- 

‘ * • .v ; 

THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISIQS ■■ V — , 

4 -■ V ■ — . - 

AT LOS ANGELES. CM»TWVRKIA > will report the information received 
from the Bureau, as re<juested by letter December 18, 1943, and on the basis 
of this information consider the possibility of further investigation*. 






4 


. r * 





>. H w* yr* 


" h>^\- * ‘ ■** ■ m 4 *' " 

l~»- Offioo of Coaoorofclf, 


EwtC 1 

ft - £ ^/t ^ 

' ? ^*- ,; ? ,, * , ^^! t ' t * ^ ’r -** 4 ' Hf t 



vj -f- 




* - - AV *- v ^ * v<v £.• 1 

- -s >, ^^HH| 

V -. J~ 4 £ - ,**^ ■ a >* ' ^ «*V Y 1 i J 



r^-rf _■*-.• " J ■■ -'■ i - - w 

xfSJ , A ' -iflirwi** ^ - - • 1 ■ ’. X 

1 VV** ~ 

"■•; *■» . 'x.'-i*-ifr 
r. ’ * . 

^-KrL __**; 

* .v 


-.- B*aS 



■ **• :>" “* • 'V ’* ,* r* ,«** * Afty*r* * /m + ^"* ^ "* ^7 " f ~ r ^<* 

\_V • * r ^ -% V,- i^vLj*V JV^ V 2 Iw* .>*'*£/ c Wwr.S^ -A s A *? / . - %? 



fe.'-'?jf'.-'»r',*-' ^ '*■'(> -r . • t ' ' *V* ' : ~??Z'rr*r* ■ ■■ *•■. 

-•’£• ^ * *v '.■•'* ■* ~ : v * - -4 4 ; f . • ■< < 4— *' -^i'* . ^»- '* - T r • ^ <v 5^<*3 


V ■ 



;| S*v^ : -1 fftriSt.^- X^fi 

^ . ;« saffisK^.ar' 


ef ' &*0 












c 


.6 


Federal Surratt of Kmiesttgation 


United Ftatee Department of Suatire 

Los Angeles, 13, Californio 
December 16, 1943 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


tP 

Dear Sirs HE* ARISTOTLE ONASSIS 

ESPIONAGE - X 


By letter dated August 12, 1943, District Intelligence 
Office of the 11th Naval District, advised this office that on' 
July 22, 1942, the Office of Naval Intelligence had reported that 
the Embassy in Buenos Aires had received information from the 
Greek Ministry that the subject had expressed sentiments inimical 
to the war efforts of the United States. Subject is of Greek . 
origin and reportedly a citisen of Argentina, from which country 
he departed at Buenos Aires in 1942 for the United States* 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalisation Service 
at Los Angeles, when checked, failed to reveal any information* 


It is requested that the Bureau through available 
sources ascertain specifically the nature of the statements 
.allegedly made by the subject. It is further requested that the 
Bureau determine from the State Department the present status of 
the subject while in this country, and advise this office accord- 
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lifinBO* It ul* to fovr letter Ittoi Boeoiter U ly 1943, la which | 9 t ’ 
tikoi that the Xu rasa obtain any Information concerning tMt individual that v ^ 
might be In the possession of the State Department. : v\' ■- 

Tho State Department has a dr lead that on January 11, 1942, Cnassle nit 
application for a non-immigration rlea, at which time he net cut the following 


Information! 
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Be alleged that he vat horn at Saloniea, Greece, Septenher 21, 19X. 
lit mat local ltx vat given ae Argentine. At the time of the making of the 
application he vat in poeeeeslon of a valid Argentine passport >o* 701014, ^ — ... 

lamed June 9, 1942, h 7 the police department of Bueno » Aires, Argentina, valid 
for two years. Be Hated hie addreaa aat legal — jteeonquiesta 356, Bueno a 
Alraa, Argentina! United States address - Bits Towers Hotel, 57 Bark Avenue, 

Bew Tork Clip. Be said that hie hmalneea waa ahlpplng and indicated that ha ' 
intended to stay in the United States free five to six months. Be stated la 
hie application that he had previously visited the United States ah July 10, 1940 
and on* April 17, 1942. With reference te hie shipping Butinas t. It is noted that 
the State lep&rtaent received word from the Bar Shipping Administration, Va«hington, 
D.C. , that that agency was negotiating with th# subject to purchato two tankers 
In which ha had internet. These were the S. S. Calllroy and Anti ope. On ^ 
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Omaesle a mon-inalgration visa. By dispatch dated lovember 13, 1942, the United 
States Embassy in Buenos Aires stated that they had Information that Omaesle ^ 
possessed fascist Ideas and wee considered shrewd and unscrupulous. The subject's 
status In the United States is that of a private Individual. Be le not entitled 
to diplomatic immunity and is not considered an official of ths Argentine r : / 

Government. ... ^ ■ ~v .. .1 Ot " 

... - / vMV .. 'v .... i ~r>'- r{ ■ ■ 

‘ ' Za your lottor you alto roquoitei iata eoncernla^p aatnrt of 1 te 

mtat anaft tm allM^lv W |H« *n% * It afl’rigA^l# that |A ' 

effort be made to obtain these allegations from the Cfficq A*val . Intplllgeaos. 

In answer to n request, the Offlcs.tf Jav&l Intelligence sutnlttsd t# Vie. Bureau 
a a sBoraadtus. c opies of which are appended hereto. 
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January 13, 1944 



MEMORANDUM 


RE: ARIST0TLE""0N. 

ESPIONAGE - 
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To Isas'" 

Ur. 

E . A . Ttmm_ 

Mr 

CUES 

(Mr*. 

Coffey 

tor. 

Gltvin 

Ur 

Ladd 

Ur 

Nichols 

Ur. 

Rosen 

Mr. 

Trtey 

Ur 

Csrson 

Ur. 

Harbo 

Ur. 

Hendon 

Ur 

McGuire 

Mr 

Mum ford 

Mr. 

Piper 

Ur. 

Quinn Timm_ 

Tele, Room 
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fjs Beahm 

- .... rts G» n& tf—L 

The Los Angeles Field Division has advised that the {[y -***?* * r " 

local office of ONI advised they had received information from 
ONI (apparently Washington, D. C.) to the effect that the Erabas 
Buenos Aires had received information from the Greek Ministry that subject 
had expressed sentiments Inimical to the war efforts of the United States. 

Subject was stated to be of Greek origin and reportedly a citizen 
of Argentina, from which country he departed at Buenos Aires in June, 1942, 
for the United States. 

The investigation conducted at Los Angeles to date has reflected 
no derogatory information, and a check of the Immigration files at Los Angeles 
failed to reveal any information. 

Lob Angeles has requested that the Bureau, through available sources, 
ascertain specifically the nature of the statements allegedly made by the 
subject. This is interpreted to mean that Los Angeles requests a check to 
be made by SIS in Buenos Aires. However, it is felt that a check should be 
made with ONI in Washington inasmuch as this might make the check ip Buenos 
Aires unnecessary. Los Angeles also requests that the Bureau determine from 
the State Department the present status of the subject while in this country. 

Deleted Ct “ 7 

RECOMMENDATION: y y letter LlMliPL 

Ter FOX A Request 

It is recommended that the Liaison Section ascertain from ONI all 
information they have on subject. It is also recommended that the Liaison 
Section ascertain all information that the State Department has on subject 
and determine subject's present status in this country . 
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?rbcral Surrau of Inuratisation 
Huftrd States Department of 9usttr* 
IDastjuigton, 9. <E. 

January 31* 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOB MR. D. 

RE i ARISTOTLE SOCRATES 
ESPIONAGE - X 


Mr, Tolron 

* 

Mr. E. A. Timm 

Mr.'CUgg 

Mr. OUrin 

Mr. L>dd 



Mr. Kicbolt. 

Mr. Roaen 

Mr. Traey 

Mr. Car*oo_ 
Mr. CoIf*y_ 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramar 

Mr. McGuire, 
Mr. Harbo 


jNASSIS 


Mr. Quins Tamm 

Tala. Room 

Mr. Neaaa 


M!ta Baahm_ 



Reference is made to the attached memorandum from Super- 
Yisor Shatter in the Espionage Section to you dated January 13, 

1944, which contained the request that the State Department files 

be checked for all available information on this individual. After 

mfliHn g a number of inquiries, the records of the State Department have now "beenj 
made available and the following information was set forth concerning the subject* 

On January 11, 1942, the subject made application for a nonimmigratlon 
visa at which time he set forduthe following informations Born at Salonica, Greece, 
September 21, 1900; nationality - Argentine, At the time of making the application 
he was in possession of a valid Argentine passport, number 701014, issued June 9, 
1942, by the Police Department at Buenos Aires, Argentina, valid for two years. 

Be listed his addresses ast Legal - Reconqui^sta 336, Buenos Aires, Argentina; 
United States - Rit* Towers Hotel, 57 Park Avenue, New York City, He stated that 
his business was that of shipping and that he intended to stay in the United States 
from five to six months* He stated in his application that he had previously 
visited the United States on July 10, 1940, and April 17, 1942. With reference 
to hie shipping business, it is noted that the State Department received word from 
the War Shipping Administration, Washington, D. C.» that the Administration was 
negotiating with the subject to purchase two tankers in which the subject had 
interest. The names of the tankers are "Calliroy" and "Antiope", On May 8, 

1942, the State Department authorized the Embassy in Buenos Aires to issue him 
a nonimmigration visa. By dispatch dated November 13, 1942, the United States 
Embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina, stated that they had information that the 
subject possessed Fascist ideas and was considered shrewd and unscrupulous. 

The subject's status in the United States is that of a private individual and 
he is not entitled to any diplomatic or oonsular immunity and is not considered 


a Government .Official, 




■/ 




\ 



Attachment 


S\ 

V \\ 

' u \ 


l 


v ,y 
Y\> 


Deleted Copy 
/ by Letter Lz3 1 

Respectfully,p cr Request 




KECOEDED 


3 I * 

i i. 4 1944. . - 


■< v l, 

* \ 


"rVl 







m 

tit. 


joh* \ogar hoover 

* 1 jam 


c 


6 


CC-287. 



Brbrral Bureau of Investigation 
Bntteb States Bepartment of -Bust lev 
/ 8l <L 

January 20, lpljj 


Mr. ToT*on 

Br- E. A* T«mm_ 

Mr* Cl*$g 

Mr* Coffey 


Mr* Lftdd 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR* B 



Mr* Nichols^ 
Mr* Ro«en_ 
Mr. Trncy_ 
Mr- Careooj 
Mr* H»rbo_ 

Mr * Hendon 

Mr. Muxnford. 
Mr- Piper 


3 ^ 


EE: ARISTOTLE ^NASSISft 

alias Aristotelia^Qnassis 
ESPIONAGE - X ' 


Reference is made to Supervisor Shetter 's memorandum 
dated January 13, 1S>1 iL, in the above matter to Mr. Ladd. 

Attached hereto is a summary of Information on Onassis as 
received from the Office of Naval Intelligence. 

The State Department is still to be checked and information from 
them will t*e forwarded when received. 


Ur. Starke 

Mr. Quinn Tarara_ 
TeleyHoomL 
Mr/Nea»6 fc 
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to 

Navy Department 

Serial 071516 office of the chief of naval operations 

"WASHINGTON 


lEKOR/JIBUlI 

SUBJECT! 


for l£r > Bum-c 


OKAsSs', Ariatotelis 



Enclosure! (A) Sunaary of Information, Sane 

Subject. 


1, In accordance with a request made on Ji *7/> \ 

17 January 191*3 by^HBffl^ for certain data on the^b / J 
above Subject, enclosure (A) is supplied herewith as 
a digest of the details desired. 
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SUBJECT* ONASSIS, Aristotelis . ' ‘ , ? ' 4 *’•; /- ‘ 

1* Information received from reliable source dated 20 Sep* 
tember l£l*3 reflects the following material under the heading "ARISTOTELIS 

ONASSIS ‘ " 
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"Official allied sources in Montevideo have reported 
that ttv^KONIALIDIS BROTHERS, mho have offices at Buenos 
Aires and' Montevideo and own the tankers ’ CALLIROT 1 and 
* ANTIOPS* , have formed a local shipping concern at • 
Buenos A ires in conjunction with other parties, and are 
at present endeavorii g to obtain possession of a new 
tanker, believed to be called the ’ARGENTINA 1 , recently.. 

completed at a Swedish shipyard. \ v- .. 

■ - *’ * 

The informant states that this vessel may fly the Ar- - . 
gentine flag and that efforts are being nade to induce 
the Argentine government to demand that Allied Govern- 

mnnf e nnT*m4 + ♦ V»o new fonVaw frt en^ 1 f a INianrte i-twae 

*WV*|VS pv * 4M4. W V*4V *4Vf» vujmv/ i ww wv UUOliVO am 1 ■ VO j 

thereby avoiding any control by Allied Governments over 
a vessel owned by Greek Nationals, The informant is 
reported to have had opportunities of acquiring reliable 
information, but, on the other hand, has a personal 
grievance against the KONIALIDIS BROTHERS. . , : 

In connection with the foregoing, the following informa- 
tion concerning the rise of the KONIALIDIS and ONASSIS 
party is. out lined herewith. 




> 


NicolsJSKQNIALIDIS, 336/Reconquista, 12th floor, Buenos 
Aires, and Constantin^&CNlALIDIS, who lives In Montevideo, 
are associated in business with their cousin, Aristotelis 


nNA<5<!TC. whn -la a*. 


business goes by the name 

S.R,A.» - 
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Art t ork* Their 

of-^RUTOS ARGEKTINOS (Argentina) 


ONASSIS is reported to have left Greece after a family* 
quarrel about 20 years ago. He first worked in the Ar- 
gentine as ’help' in a Boca restaurant and was li-er a night 
peon employed by the Post Office and Telephone companies, 
where he was joined by Nicolas KONIALIDIS in the same capa- 
city. 


The family quarrel was settled following a visit to the 
Argentine by a friend of the family and ONASSIS’ father, 
a tobacco merchant, consigned a quantity of leaf to A* 
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SUBJECT* ONASSIS, Aristotelis (Cont.) 


1 


c 







followed by others and a business grew, ON ASS IS ob- 
taining a contract for the supply of Turkish leaf to 

DTmwTY) JL r.rmtTianr. ■ ■■ •*' ‘ - - -- .\* p ' ; ** 

• • ' r W . t'*' ■ 

The tobacco was sent via Genoa, where it was trans- *• 
shipped, and it appears that ON ASS IS hit upon the idea 
of spraying the bales with salt water during their 
stay at Genoa, the resultant collections from under- 
writers for sea damage forming a welcome addition to 
legitimate trading profits. Insurance Agents were in-' 
volved and, eventually, an employee gave the game away 
at a time when Nicolas XONIALJDIS was in Genoa, with 
the result that the liter served a term in gaol. The - 
dossier appears to have been sent to Greece from Genoa, 
but is thought to have been lost owing to a close liai- 
son between ONASSIS and one MICHAKOPOULOS, a Greek 


Minister at that time. 


\ 


Through the Influence of this Minister, ONASSIS was 
appointed Greek Consul in the Argentine but, as he was 
continually travelling, he appointed Nicolas KONIALIDIS 
as his substitute. This appointment is reported to 
have become extremely lucrative, since, as Consul, 
ONASSIS was able to obtain substantial sums of currency 
at official rates and sold the same in the Black Market, 
which at that time, was flourishing. 


In or about 1932, ONASSIS and his cousin started their 
ship owning venture by buying two laid-up "standard" 
ships from the Canadian Government, which they renamed 
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193U, they bought from the Uruguayan Government another, 
salved, vessel which was re-named ’ONASSIS MARIA 1 • She 
was lost almost immediately off Genoa. In about 1937, 
a tanker was ordered from Sweden at a cost of ^165,000. 
The builders insisted on her registry with a Swedish 
company, created ad hoc, because ONASSIS was not able 
to pay cash for this venture. Before this ship, the 
•ARISTOPHANES 1 , was ready to sail, ONASSIS refused . 

^26^.000 for her transfer. > . 

u — ' — — — . - ■ • * 


An order for one, or two, smaller ships from Sweden 
followed and ONASSIS also bought two small tankers in 
the Argentine. A number of these vessels sailed under 
the Panamanian flag and two, the ’UEROPI 1 and another, 
were laid up for some time. In 19U1 the United States 
Government demanded the transfer of those vessels flying 
the Panamanian flag to the U. authorities, threatening 


SUBJECT* ONASSIS, Aristotelis (Cont,) 




to confiscate the ships if this were refused. ONASSIS 
tried to sellthe ships, but American authorities refused 
the transfer* ’ > 




One of the small tankers referred to above, is said to 
have been caught unfinished in Sweden when the Germans 
invaded Norway, and to have been completed in October, 

I9ii2. ONASSIS sold the vessel to the I AC BCE ENT OS PETRO-,'. 
LIFIEROS FISC At ZS for 20 million pesos, but the buyers - -■ ” 
cancelled the contract when Oermany refused to allow the ’ 
vessel to aail* 


When the present Greek Minister, DENDRAJ2S, was appointed . 
by the King of Greece, his attache was named Greek Consul- ' 
General* OKASSIS was very bitter at losing this lucrative, 
useful post and started a vicious campaign against Bendramis. 
This campaign had little success in Buenos Aires, but has 
had some results among the lower class Greeks in Montevideo." 


2* Additional information on SUBJECT dated lit September 1?U2 

is as follows* 


"OKI card, same SUBJECT, dated 7/22/U2, (a copy of which 
was furnished to the Bureau) advised that ONASSIS i.s part 
owner of the tankers CALLIROI and ANTIOFE, which he hoped 
to sell to the War Shipping Administration. Further, 

a t a . Mtr .a ^ Ji J - a * a _ A ^ 

vnav ouDOEiVi repurbeuijr upresscu scm-jjneuts jju-uu.uo.jl vw 

the war efforts of the United Nations and his activities ^ 
in the United States should be observed. . 

Brief Inquiry has revealed that SUBJECT is an Argentinian 
National of Greek origin, and that he purchased the tankers 
mentioned herein during 19U1, reconditioned same and trans- 
ferred registry from United States to Panamanian flag* 

Nhile in Argentine he endeavored to obtain the permission 
of the United States Shipping Board to re-sell tankers to 
Argentine government, but same was refused* 

Further, that SUBJECT is not known to be subversive, and / 

It is believed statements attributed to him may have been 
occasioned by annoyance over disruption of this undoubtedly 
profitable plan. 

SUBJECT subsequently proceeded to United States and char- 
tered these tankers to *ar Shipping Administration in 
July 19l>2. Registered owner of vessels one NICOLAS KONIALI- 
DIS, is brother-in-law of SUBJECT and resides in Buenos 
Aires. SUBJECT is wealthy and has had numerous profitable 
shipping ventures. He is known to be extremely shrewd and 
has large Investments in shipping. 
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5UBJSCT* ONASSIS, Aristotelis (Cent.) 
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SUE JSC T usually lives at Riti lowers Hotel, New lork 
City on visits to the United States and at present is 
residing in Oyster Bay, long Island, New lork. ? 
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OKissis , Aria\otells 
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State- rep*t, Buenos lira a #5464, /17/4E 
Subject who la part oaner of tankers Call lxoy 
and Ant lop scheduled to leave 7/16 vie Panair 
for U.S, to negotiate for aale of aforementioned 
tanka ra to the War Shipping Admin It rat ion. 
According to info furniahed by the Minister 
of Qreeoe subject la pro- Axis • 

see also KONIALIDIS BB01HERS 
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SAC, 1m Angeles 

John Edgar Hoover, Director 


larch 2, 1944 
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ARISTOTLE CHASSIS, Mi . 
Aristotelis Oasaslsj 
KSPIORAd - X 
Los Angeles nie 65-4091 
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v*' ~V; 
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Hth reference to bureau letter dated February 9, 1944, there are 
transmitted herewith appropriate copies of a memorandum concerning Onassie, 
which was furnished to the Bureau by the Office of Baval Intelligence under 


i 


date of January 19, 1944* • • • • • v y 

It is hoped that this material mill be of interest and aid to you. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form Ho. 1 

This case originated at 


L03 ANGEISS 


LA 


65-4091 


IDS ANGELES 
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WHICH I 

3/22/44 


■CHANGED” 

ARISTOTLE SOCRATES ONASSI S, with alias, . 
■ v Aristotelis^tbassis 'iv. 
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Informant ad-vised no knowledge subject subversive and >^ 
that alleged statements of subject versus U. S. possibly 
attributable to subject's failure to complete re-sale 
of tankers due to action of U. S. Shipping Board* . *. :i \\\ 

>V - • Deletes Copy Sent' 7>.c/^o 4 Aid 

' 4 - C - foy Tetter /-JA7~7 

? rcr TOil R^i-cct A. 
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Details 1 

'■ 

V i 

> : 


Report of Special Agent 

Los Angeles, dated December 18, 1943. 

Letter to Bureau from Los Angeles dated December 18,1943. 
Letter from Bureau to Los Angeles dated February 9, 1944. 


The title of thla case has been changed to reflect the 
full name and alias of the subject as shown in referenced 
Bureau letter - ARISTOTLE SOCRATES OKASSIS, with alias, - 
Aristotelis Qnassis* - .. • _ . 


61ka Divm* ati hL I aU n 4 <■ ^>1 
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' In Mfaran^avl 1 af faw 

*•# • v* w§ v*#ww w v «4 A A % 

information had been received from Confidential Informant T-l to the effect 
that statements attributed to the subject reportedly contain sent iment s 
inimical to the war effort of the United Nations may have been occasioned T 
by annoyance over failure to receive permission from the United States Shipping 
Board to resell at a profit to the A gentine Government the tankers Calliroy 
and Antiope, which vessels he had purchased in 1941* reconditioned, and trans- 
ferred registry from the United States to Panamanian fleet, informant further v 
advised that subject is not known to be subversive. 
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IA 65-4091 . • ' • 

V \ * ' 1 . - 4* . . , ‘ ‘ ‘ : 

In view of the above information and the fact that investi- 
gation to date has not reflected any activity of a subversive nature 
on the part of the subject , no further investigation is deemed 'warranted 
and the case is hereby dosed* * 
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Con fid ait ial Informant T-l is the Office of Naval Intelligence, Washington, 
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Hamburg's fewest Source of Capital. 

A. new and amaskuly prolific source of capital has appeared in *Chi£ area in 


he person of one ’^ynossis, who an the past two ye?rs has ordered ten large 
hins, founded a ^fcce s s f ui whaling company , and o. fored to buy two ± ede. a l . l j ” 


f\ Biiii-JPj f UJ.. 1 LCU t- ^ ^ j - y— ' * - 

oxaied shipyards which together form the largest shipb ui lding combine in e stern 

Germany. 

bcamite the extent of his activities , very little is known about inzs jeu-le- 



Sections of t’nis office. 

Pirns raid to be under his control include: 


h^T'Chd 'AhFAliG u.l.II., of Hamburg, an associate of the GLY YIC 
. ■ • Y.T :.n co fAir T, C. A. of /anaaa and $2 Qroadway, Uerr York' City. ^1 

CEIJTlViL AIYHXCAN STiAlI :iHP CGhPATIY of 52 aroadway, hew York E, hew 
York, whose Manager is IT. COTITIhlS. 

OH' zIC oil C-hdllUlG, S. A. (which nay now be operating under other 
names) of ranama and Uerr York. (2 


A ?r. -obert^i a ' fc v < erenson,of hew York City left cards with various people Jo 
IlGTibur^j during a -visit In i£ay X950 which. indicated th&t lie was v.ie 
of the Olympic ’ haling Co’^any at that tine. 

[2. Other cords left by f*r. Derenaon (See bote 1) indicate that he was also 
*“ the ore side; it of United States Petr oleun Carriers, Inc., of 52 Ijroadvay, 


hen York. 
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Virro.-'.' , I hdhhYlObAL, an export- in; :-ort fin : of f rris, 
rdrirg, u-.i 52 roach' , her York. /3 


.. . _ .lie fire- vessel acquired by w r. Cnnssis tras the PLY f IC J. lAU^iS.T. which 
ms converted . bp t!ie howddtswcrkc, Licl, into a whaling aothcr ship which is 
rail into its recond o.'ccoorful 3 e.- 1 .ron with a German crer. Ir. addition to f..is 
ship an ' r. r.uiber of corwt&es converted to servo vdt 1 it under tie i a:*a:san.iaii 
flay as ..illcr boats, hr. mar sis has the folloviny on order: 

Id ; hhlh , hid: two !;,000 >11? cargo oliips to he chartered to 

Gerron *.f r il:a Lines 

five 11,000 '.2:? tankers. 

h'O Iff " f f -‘adurg: two 23,000 -RT tankers, which arc to be the 

largest tankers ever built iu. 
Germany. 


“here arc also very roll substantiated reports current that hr. Onassis is 
negotiating to purchase the Federally-owned hotrclcltswerke shipyards in both 


ijzi.cxrz a::c . i 
the sole of ih 
chance thr.t h 


d. fhc Socialist city government of Hamburg is determined to block 
o v , ard here, tut there now appears to be a better than average 
V ill become the largest here! older of the Kiel yard. 


In vi .7 of his importance in this area, i. dc office vdll appreciate receivin' 
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the United tate" would also be very useful, since none of thep'^are listed in’ the 
standard ref-Tcnce volumes on hand here. / 
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.pi leek L. Rose, 
American Consul. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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|)IHEKS*-a WASHINGTON SS.D.C. 

i\ October 14, 1954 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



Mr. Ifarbo _ 

Ik. Mob 

i Ik. Pinooi 

Lb. 

l Ik. Tom, 



Ik. BoUomo _ 
MboCood 7 _ 



Pursuant to your instruction*, 1 celled 1 

end told him you could not possibly see him in view oi c< 
connection with the United States Attorneys 1 Conference.] 


then furnished me the following information. 


Z/. 


PJ 


He he* e client by the neme of Stevros^ierchosj who ieJn. the 
shipping business end who is in competition with Axmotele* Socrate r'Onassls. 

will recell thet Onessis wes charged in e seeled indictment on October 13, 

1953, that .he conspired with others to violate the false statement statute of 
the United States by submitting false statements to the U..5. Maritime Com- 
mission St he purchase of surplus tankers. The indictment remained sealed 
February 1954 when Onassis returned to this country and was t*V fn into 
custody. Tie was released on $10, 000 bond and his case is still pending.) 
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Paul Harvey Hews 

HIGH "C" IS A PAH REACH 
By PAUL HASTE? 

Pith one •» to the International heybolO, the world baa f Hitt C*_idj 


v* 


■, Tol»«n_ 
,r. Beltn-in: 
Hz. Ii L . 
^ Mr. ~v 
{ Mr, K :*r . 

* Hr. Pa ‘ . 

P U-. r -. r 
Hr. Tc-.n 
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t Tele- T.-.a 
Mr. H 1. r 
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beard epoe sesic lassie quotes Iron the principals An the Karla 

->nQs : ?€*// •V\'*''e* 7 ZT~. 

- r Mf(s (Zltt'Antf 

The eperttio soprano la estranged Iron her sen agar 

„ 

Other San** 


A- ^ 

Glovauni^^seghlni, ^TllA - " 
owner Aristotle Quassia • 


■bubbaod, 


C'Jil/'X 


la the bllllomdri a hip 


Onassla has said, "I mi sailor, and this Is tbs sort of 
thing that happens to sailors 9 m i 

Seueghiul iayi| “Sf the lawyers^ dindiog Our property, 4ifid« 
our pet dog, I folly expect to receive tbs stern end** 

Diva Dallas says, "Tea, 1 have broken with ay husband, but 
i 5&3g 5E with u 

She moans the La Scala Opera la Milan which has not booked bar 

since one of her temperamental fits In 

_ _ . A 

The nevswor tunes* of the persons involved has aide this 

triangle s delightful crumpet for the gossips to chew op* but i 

the row also brings us face to face with certain readily recognisable 

**°t. . “£ J® I (00 S?3a~ A 

EX 10Q * ptQT ftccosDFA ^ 

0 nasals, for all his wealth, is still a it atus-^gy^y V2 
be flattered if a woman of her class ahould fall in love with Me*" 

Kiss Callas, for mil her talent, suffers from the agonising 
insecurity of am artist, 

Vi 

f^Onassis, it ^s understood, offers to build a gigantic theater 
10 e>&Sfdnrli 3 3uit for her; to make uovies ^uet to star bar, 

Further, Kiss Celine, now trosea out of nauy operatic circles, 

**“ porhepe encore reinstatement by blaming her previous dlfficul- 
* lw °® *•*» ^nanager," from whoa ebe Is now separating* 

This following is not in defece» a but sorely in explanation, 

4 

9t the singer *• erratic beharior, 
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Ct iDV GENERAL FEATu^tORPORATION 

V I ir I 'Vfc *39 MU AVIKUt.^/ JO U 17, NEW lOU • 

PAUL HARVEY NEKS CONTINUED PACT #3 FOR RELEA3X: SAT, OS SUB, 

9-Z9/30-BS 

The tribal behavior of opera stars has been snalysed bp 
psychologists Id teroo of complexes and by laryngologists who 
explain the strain. 

Sigh C is not In the normal roles range, . — 

To slog a sustained high C la akin to running a four slants 
■lie, 

Even one who can do it can't always do it. He or she fsoes 
each test with uncertainly, terror. 

The normal human solos will not produce a high C, This top 
tone is the product of years of training, physical effort. Mental 
concentration, nervous stimulation, correct breathing, good health. 

It nay be effected by climate, diet or even by the singer's 
mood. All these factors Bust be Just right bafoi* that note ess 
be sustained under the hot lights in front of 4,000 people. 

Also, the prim* donna is In constant competition with ether 
clngers, with the orchestra, with the conductor, the critics, the 
audience and herself. 

To come out on top of that kind of competition demands great 
physio al strength and absolute egotism! 

Too many of Kiss C alias* tantrums have bees construed as 
as insatiable thirst for headlines, Thors Is little substance to 
that. 

If the supercharged prime donna were In any less 
profession, she could properly be considered s Cental case," 

But the human brain and body cannot attain to superhuman 
accomplishments without agonising strain. And we won't pay $8,60 
to hear anything leas, 

~ (COPYRIGHT 195b. GENERAL FEATURES COEP.) 
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Sa My I, 1060. Stead Selby. Uptla Trading Corporation, 
S3 Searer Street, lit Ten City, adrisea that Sodolph Prieto af 
the Mini effict af tbls fin «u contacted teltphonlcally aa 
July 5. I960, by Jaaes L* Sentry who purchases agtinat far the - 
Cuban (onnacat. Sea try inquired abeut tie feasibility af 
leasing tankers te delirer crude ail te Cuba* Prieto told Seati y 
there would be a tanker la lav Orleans around July IS, I960, ■■■' 
which would be arallable far hire but Sentry indicated disinterest 
since tbc capacity af the tanker was tee anil* Selby stated tee 
own aea captains connected with the lapala Trading Corporation 
Indicated they would contact the office af Aristotle *«»««<% 

*■ shipping 



• .» v'v. . '•-» -t t-f-M-t 



..a* - ju i, mu. uui n m n 

il refineries ia Cuba was net directed by the tusians but At- 
tend weald prere idumutii te the fiussians hocmt af m ’? 
bility te supply safficlt nt crude ail te Cuba and prterily 
wiew af a lack af tankersJliHMndicatad ha had heard «7 
r that approaches would be 



Heated he had heard a .M. 

• ti j-v.—* npraaches would be nBFTe Unassis to supply the Vv 
tankers but at doubted Oaassls would agree* Me based tbls opinion 
the fact that Onassis knew his contracts with large all 4 
* - - •• * — ha teak sack sctli 


ceepanies would ha cancelled 
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Off let If security 
Department ef Stitt 


its L* Sentry. Who Bid* tht mrttrti ti frittt, \ 3 

Is s United Sutti citizen. Be ku admitted senri ng in the 
revolutionary army ef Fidel Castro and being connected with the 
Cuban Air Force as a technical advisor since Castro *a rise 
power* Be reportedly resldes .in Cuba. 

this letter may be declassified apon removal sf the 
classified attachment* 
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’ Vhere’a lees a lot written !2ST e ^f*,. w * K> - ®*frt«d!aroii»d thU ‘ bjr ■ f eraila g 
Mte Fimrrf >■' ‘maim d*Pfhter * PfiTroa <#. U dginmx -,'>grpot»tf6aa • wheie. 
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Aaataa Aaahaaaader, which 
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arty. r.‘A 

33* InriUtioo (tot fcwa, 
.cardinal fpt uaii^ wbo i 
run the Al 8mlth Fou ndation 
tar many J&i*- ~^7i' *V: v * I 
Doubtlesatbe fiBKnv'.od, 
i*4 D****^^ 
aovenor of New T«k «*iv 
lose tttMd over la Ms «rw* 
tad be known about 1L nil 
be Italian people bam noted' 
iTpswbelmlngly to pust.the 
fHouse ‘ e t Savoy, and stoee 
khat vote the Monarchy baa 
become increasingly unpopu- 
lar. The Monarchist vote foe 
beats In the Italian Parliament 
has .bow dwindled from 
hround U to about‘16 and has 
ftoased to be * ladtor H Mat 

taw pallllw . J •*< < , v 

t. Umberto feigned poor' Italy 
only during the month of 
May. lMd, add since then baa 
sometimes been called "King 
pf the May.** Despite tola, In- 
tonations . to too Al Smith 
dinner referred to Paaberto as 
*Wl« Maji^y ■ '.'V -v; 

Under the Italian Constitu- 
tion, Umberto la forbidden to 
return to Italy. He lives h) 
'exile -In Portugal But he la 
not forbidden .item . xwtinf 
; toe largest Italian city next to 
home — New Tork— and’ Will 
tour the United Statea an 
behalf of the American Com- 
mittee on Italian Migration^ 
sure way to Mock puy 
(he MfBffi Immigration 
S um, Sstt-ifrcuw w siti wb : 
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DATE: 10-16-63 
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T /Q from : M.^A^^n 
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7" SUBJECT: AKIbTUTijE ISUUKATJ&S UNA3S1S 



The Director has indicated he would like to have a summary on captioned 
A review of Bufiles and public source data has disclosed the follow concernin 

s 


ft. 


individual. 

On as sis: 

Onassis was born in 1906 at Salonika, Greece, and was educated at a school 
in Smyrna, Turkey. He was the son of a tobacco merchant in Greece. 'At the age of 16 he 
went to Buenos Aires, Argentina, and entered the tobacco merchandising business. He 

( reportedly soon established a profitable tobacco industry and by age i&allegedly bad mad 
his first million dollars. During the depression days of 1932-33, he bought several 
freighters at bargain prices and made a great deal of money operating these vessels durin 
World War n. After the war, he reportedly foresaw the postwar demand for oil and built ; 

I number of super tankers and obtained transport charters with a number of large o|l-^irms 
to transport their petroleum. 


irx^^eY 


It is reported that today he has over 100 tankers and other commeryHTships 
registered under various flags including Honduras, Costa Rica, Liberia and Panama, H^ 
l* further is reported to have residences in New York, Paris and Montevideo, Uruguay and - 
& . offices in the major-ports of the world. Onassis allegedly controls over 30/forporations 
V | throughout the world and holds a major interest in the gambling casino atJHonte ^arlo, 
f ( u{hich gives him a threat deal of influence in the political setup of Monac i 

nassj^parrfea Alhina LTvanos in 1946 and has two chil dren, ' Xlgxander an <. 
I [Christina. Athii)afXivaTic^0nassis is the daughter of Greek shipping tycoon btravros 
j vJ^ivanos and th^ sist6 1 - in-1 aw^oTStrstvr QRjfiarchos f also i nsUlionaire sliip owngr , 

/T While" Onassis has these family ties to tJiese large shipping interests, i£is reported tljey 
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are bitter competitors rather than operating in concert. / n * 'S* / 

ZS. \ -y The Bureau conducted a Securiiggtty^ investigation concernfng^ndssis 

1943 dnd 1944 based on an allegation that he had expressed sentiments inimical to the war 
effortfe of United States. This was at a time that Onassis had come to the United State 
from Argentina in connection with an attempt to fell two tankers to the War Shipping 
Adraijiistra&m. Investigation at that time fteiled to dfsolose *hat Onassis was engaged in 
any activity inimical to the United States; nbwever/'in 1943 allegations were received that 
Onassis- mi^gf have been engaged in trade with German aid Italian firms under fictitious 
names/* Buftt£s further indicqfe.tfiat a ) Uegations were rec e ived aftert hOBr that Ofiassie 
had been engfi|<jd'$p ^Og^njj^obacco into Argentina to avoid the Mgj^uty. No.dbnfirma- 
tion o|^ese ^*egatiojm p^as. received. b OCT \ " 

[) GC feoffiJs ^Tsbrlveal that we conducted an exteimfVu 1 TrewF Agrost the Govern- 
ment investigation in 1954 regarding alleged violations by Onassis of the citizenship 
rimviRions of the shinning laws which reauire that American flag vessels be owned by 

1 - ^ ^ ’ A 
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M. A. Jones to De Loach memo 
Re: ARISTOTLE SOCRATES ONASSIS 


citizens of the United States. It was alleged that 17 vessels had been ptr chased by companlc 
owned or controlled by Gnassis by making false statements that the snips were being 


acquired by American interests. In December, 1055, Onassis pleaded six of these commie 
guilty_in a arHrm it | f j.JMsirict Or 111 **, wa<B>pnetfT n r D-C. and agreed to pav the 
Govern! 


?vernment 7 million Hniiarg Thfc maHpr ha ft frppn settled by OnassisT 


■ ' J r- 


' Also during December. 1955. U. S, District Court. Washington. D.C* . 
accepted a plea of guilty from On assis on charges of cri minal conspiracy to defraud and 
flit ma ki ng iaise statements to the Governments The court fined Onassis* companies a tolal c 
but toon no indivifl yal a^iinn Onassis. hTMav,. 19by. In feonnfebHon with the 

Cuoan invasion of Panama, It was reported that Onassis was possibly one of the financial 
backers needed to lnance an armed invasion from Cuba. It was further reported that one 
Roberto Arias had organized this invasion and that Arias was a close personal friend of 
Onassis. There are numerous other references to Onassis in Bufiles but the majority of 
them deal with his shipping interests and the Fraud Against the Government investigation 
mentioned above. ? ' ; T: ■ 

Onassis has been the subject of a good deal of sensational publicity In the las 
few years. He owns a luxurious yacht called the Christina IV which fee generally maintain s 
In the harbor of Monte Carlo and on which he has entertained many prominent world figures 
ft ds reported that this ship, a 303 foot former destroyer escort, was converted to a yacht 
at A cost of $2, 500, 000 and has such luxurious features as gold plated, solid silver facets 
rare paintings and a mosaic swimming pool. 

In 195% Onassis was involved in a scandal which caused considerable 7 
publicity.'. It was alleged that an affair had developed between opera singer Mapj^Cfiftas an 
Onassis during a cruise on his yacht which had re 


Call as and her husband. 


I7if ’c* J 0t,r- 5 


readied in the breakup of the* marriage of 

\ j! ask -Jit . . 


. Jacqueljgjtffennedy 911 . 
nklin D>4foosevelt, Jr rj 
r of k&B. Kennedy. In th 


l&btosh l 



During the past week, Onassis hosted Mrs. 

Mediterranean cruise in ^ party which ajpo Included Franklin 
Secret ary of Commer Af zixM , a sister of k&§. Kennedy, 

nection ii is noted that’The Washington Posrof 10-15*63 reported that Representative 
iver E^Bolton of Ohio had questioned whether it was proper for Mrs. Kennedy and Roose 
Ivelt to accept the hospitality of Onassis, particularly since Roosevelt, in his official 
capacity, has jurisdiction over the policies of the Maritime Administration. He complained 
I that this might be_c§nsp ued/pnic " 

IRE COMMENDATION: 


icing Roosevelt under obligation to unassis in shipping mate n 





Tgt the information of the Director. 
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Dsedy 
litter Prin- 
Lee RadzJ- 
tecomei 
complicate 
by the week. 

Vo later than 
efterday, the 
fritting Ad 
I n 1 ■ t ra - 
faced prob" 
retarding m ^ 
requirement ^tanaa 
fM42£00 working capita! 
Qnauit was supposed to 
an band bat did not 
The money was supposed to 
M band Oct 20, IMS — 
— in connection with 
u li a ction and oDera* 
jflot of the SS MonUceUo Vic- 
tory, a 4aA00-ton tanker bollt 
by Onaaais under a subsidy 
with the United States. 
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reek and Onassls tu an Ar-Vfter dellVeiy, tamely, 
enttoa eftlsen. but <he Nek Ml 
hOdren were bon la wAr JfowefW, MarttStae Xdmla- 
ork erbeu their parents i>M PW JM 

n the Halted States, As WjJ 

miner HA. eltbene, they den 
a corporation, with tbelr stock *J mOdt 

cos trolled by tbe Grace tta-Bo havw the required 
Uonal Bank as trustee. 

During the Zlsenhower 
ministration, Onsasla worked 



to four tankers . 

The original deal was made 
Jan. ^ tm, though some 
modifications were subsequent 



Deal 

. is a complicated deal 


out a deal on behalf of ht*l«aocnt of working .capital 
children** corporation by Hw« the right to fee Uart- 
wbkh It DA. war-bulk vessels tias * Administration 
were tamed ever to Victory todaro » default node 
Carters, toe, la return for tile mortgage." Alexander 
building of three tenters to be however, fort this had 
added to toe HA merchant >»«* dene. ?« ■*> * 
fleet ZntaTtak was changed . Jin the. pest. Maritime 


ly ap pr o re d by the Kenned/ 
Idminlstratiea ea Jane *. 1ML 
The HA Government puts 
up mortgage money to help 
build them tankers, end In 
tba eaee ef twe AWHdeh 
tankers the mortgages totaled 
■bout fit mffllon. Oneja 

* |ta Jf S Mon tieen# VI 


nr extended 
periods ff 
capital to 

including the Mount 
Hrtwy."' Isplained * 
let referring -to an'< 
; n k ff ap ar at atf by At 
da children's firm. : . * 
l U ta ' On— sis began tit 



ar *. Bo nave the req u ired MMatiM Tta a A‘M«i 
kt ewfibag capital hpd> 

Ad* -h*l time. . V-‘ . I ' valrty that Konrad 
Bog -The fonare to have ; such haa^wdw?lr. 


Greek means a man who < 
Ms' pen launch. time 
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r ' ' I do nothave very muoh.tog© by, but I can oertsinly gin an Inf or 
cation not tery l well known, I will suppose, not. known at all outside a 
tight’ little circle of people#' ^ _y\. . r ::*-y .*•* .< , 

The information 1 b oonoerni^’the'greek^phipecwner Afil^TDXJSlBB 'OEAS 
SI B, l iving in Monte Carlo, Konaoo# 1 -f - ...... y /, . j ;-r~ — T~7 - 

— . "Vfhen the troubles started some yeareago in Cyprus, 'there .soon came 
rr: .‘. * price on the head of Archbishop Kakelros, the English wanted *»<■. and 
X !,V wanted him very had. . * ' . **.) ; ; f J / cc l z 'r. J zr.AS />/ 

, HoWever the Archbishop escaped the hunters, and It. was a great yuzz 

w. . to where he escaped, and how he did It,- to day it is known, that X# wac 
token away from the island of Cyprus; by one of the Onassls tankers, the 
28000 Tons "Oluxspic Flame", this ship /was taken out of oohedule, japd aai: 
. ed close to the 'shore ox C^xus, rHakeiros'oaae onboard oecretely, end 

,.7 the crew on the tanker were heavely armed to his protection, Vr. x /r 

- ^'Under way to Persian gulf the tanker made a visit ^illegal "the 
Seycheller islands in Indian ooean, where tiakeiros was landed, "end where 
hdx was for long time, until he popped up again in the ■now Cyprus trouble. 
The interesting points are in my opinions v _ . 

1/ The greek crew could"all die "for Make ir os, guarded him, -and kept 
the secrete about the whole operation, and where !£•' was irtiMvrg for month c 
and months, -this mean in ay opinion, that the Greekq are rqaay, at any 
. time, to stab the Vest in the hack, just for -sons national, mid time p&tr 
j> tic, stupid reason# '•« * ?f - , - r :-c 3 - 

“ ‘ It also show the t>naesis is envolved in policy, -end of theahady 

1 "cloak oumi dagger" kind,- It is probably worth while to examine how Mr 
- Vinstqa jtyQb’o-pchiTl can be a frequent guest onboard Quassia yacht . "Christy 
xna", in Monte Carlo port; Churchill should hot Jp guer| pf an .enemy of 


and the western powers,- hut he is,- what does that mean??? p- 
2/ A modem operated tanker — or any. ship, now a d&ysC- can not he 1 

a# aH <1 XY. - J. A. J .* _ Ji 
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vi ouiiouiuo guo v mo vuav 9 vuaooxo ouu axe uoaj mvuTire 

with his tanker can “Only he done If the oharter (Standard oil Mew Jersey) 
know shout it, and have approved it,- if the U8 oil fompany do mot know 
shout the manipulations with the chartered weasel, then Onassie have com! 
ted some kind of false fi cat ions, to bids the ships Illegal more mete and 
delays,- what Is the real answer on the questions did the charter knew at 
the Onaesia/Makeiros Affaire or did they not?????.. 

During a party on OnaBsis yacht, the question shout the weapon an th 
tankers were explained as followings 

On al l Qnfl wnl m 4tmVat»a th| gT ng Mp feuilSiSg ¥033 **1? & SO maloti 

apartment" very expensively equipped with carpets, paintings and Cold and 
silver wares, in order to protects this against robherl - at asa or In pc: 
some weapons must be onboard at any tins#-" (X do not think It is a cue to: 
to declare all weapons before arrival a port,- or is it, for Onassls tank’ 
????•— Another interesting thing is the smuggling most Creek seamen commi* 
L^ln each, port, (mostly french and Italian ports), many seamen, specially o: 
ys'jit Onassls and siarohos tankers, do not worry very much about their salary, 

! *'£o? th* main /reason to go to sea Is not. to make a living, the main reaeon 

J.y the "faew buck" th,T onn mV# irittt th* tw in M * 4a that this 
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port, and probably Or pay of some liar 
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to "let it go through", for it is cheaper" to give ^ a couple 
la re to few oustom pff ieiale than faoe a general increase 
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more Sr less noble Italian Hob Hit lee* auropean 
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finance people, however something musi be* going on 

Island, for it la heave ly guarded, asd* illegal 

■at sight, — according to several (Greeks, a ome airpipiie was shot down 
- when passing over the island.- what kind of secprtte are the/guar ding on 
Hlarohos Island??? If he run a factory ; f or Gresx goat cheese u.?, Is not 
necessary with antiaircraft guns,-* even he use ■* secrete;. receipt,— X will 


.suggest that Hiarchos dose connections with Soviet and Cuba, lha ‘Is for 
’ J— the second year sailing between. Baku, Soviet and Saba with oil) also sake 
a him do something illegal in the-benefit of Soviet,' 1 will not be ^Surprise 
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-jiT— hack# -in ease of war in the -eastern medlteranean tea.- 

' D: *' Speaking about connect ions with -the Bed, -also Ones sis 4iave a multi 

h i ill on Hollar business with this 'people, among other ' things a 'long row of 


if sous secrete installations all - of a euddenstab "the'veetem power in the 
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-tsogft, 1922 to 1942, ay father le now living on pension "in ‘ Copenhagen, I 
‘V* * an sailing as a Chiefengineer, mostly on American owned ships, 'during Korear. 
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TO 


FROM 


date: May 2, 1966 



SUBJECT: SENATOR ETTARDT. LOM" 

Subcommittee on Administrative 
Practice and Procedure 

b ^ ^on 5 / 2 / 66 , Mr. 

advised Night Supervisor Thoma 
gence Division, as follows: 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
i - Mr. : *)hr 
- Mr. ;ick 
j. - Mr. Sullivan 
1 ■ Mr . J .A.Sx=oo 
1 - Mr. T.J. Smith 
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MEMORANDUM TO UR. SULLI'"M 
EE: SENATOR EDWARD V. L^-CG 


^ : rvi c 'hrt he desire* that thi3 information 

be brough^^^ths attc.*. to*: t * .1. actor irsi,.;uch as he 

feels that his pricr c-'. ac ._on ith ihe Bureau cou A d be 
exploited by \-e Long Cc.ar.ii wee and that ne xeels J loyalty • 
and obligation to tell the Bureau in advance that he will meet 
with Fensterwald. He said that he will keep ^ Bureau posted 
as to any developments concerning his meeting with Fensterwald* 

He said that the General Counsel for the Agency for International 
Development is meeting on the morninao^j/3Zep # to discuss the 
position of that Agency in the event^|^JI|Q connection with 
the Agency is brought out in any Long Committee hearing in 
the future* 
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For information* 


ADDENDUM: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 5-3-66 
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Flirt** withheld entirely ot Chi* location if) (hr file. Ow or 
M*ri|rd. tapis in Chib deletion. 
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D liKinulion pertained oal> lo i third party with oo reference to you or the subject of your icqmoL 

Q JatjHjkljnii BMUriwI Mjjl !>! 0 third pS/ j\ VgMf ■!■(■ ft IjcbJ M ttf UlU a^v, 


O Oiawnrt<i) miciMlinf with (hr following (nvtnurciit agcncytroa) — 

_____ _ ,nt/bnr fbmvded to the* Cor direct KtpoeK to pee. 
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Facets) frfrnvd (hr compilation to the following government ag cncy ti os ); — 

1 os Ihc information originated with them. Voo vfi] 

he odviMcd of availahilitt «pon return of the material to the FBI. 


Faptfl withheld Cor the following Rtrortll: 
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Mrs. Mildred StsgaU 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear lire. Stegall: 


May 17, ms 
BT LIAISON 




t/tyi «ttf 


/f*/ 




Reference it /made to your name check request concerning 
ArtetotleSocrat^ondLssle who vas born to either 1900 or 1906 fn aainnfk» ( 

<; ^-Greece, df~in"Turkey^ Mr. jOoaseis, who was described ftn the past as an 
extremely wealthy shipping magnate, 'was the subject of a security-type 
investigation by the FBI during 1943-1944 based on allegations that he had 
expressed sentiments inimical to the war efforts of the United States. This 
was at a time when Mr. Chassis had come to the United State s fro m Argen- 
tina In egmeehon with an attempt to Sell two Oil tanker* to th» War Shipping 
Administration. (Xir investigation at that time failed to disclose that 
Mr. Onassls waseoguged In any activity Inimical to the United States. How- 
ever, In 1945 allegations were received that Mr. Onassls might have been 
engaged in trade with German and Italian firms under fictitious names. 
Allegations ware also made after the war that Mr. Onassls had been engaged 
4n smuggling tobacco into Argentina to avoid the high import duty. Mo 
confirmation of these allegations has been received. 
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k ; c Our files reveal that we conducted an extensive Fraud 
* ’ Against the Government investigation in 1954 regarding alleged violations 
, bjUlr, Onassls of the citizenship provision of the shipping laws which require 
that American flag vessels be owned by citizens of the United States, ft was 
alleged that 17 vessels had been purchased by companies owned or controlled 
by4dr. Qpassis by making false statements that these ships were being 
acquired by American interests, fc December, 1955 f kMr.,poassis pleaded 
i efx of these companies guilty In a civil action in the U. jf, ’District Court, 

A ^' l * -Wbshington, D. C. , and agreed to pay the Government seven.millloa dollars. 

CXir files reveal that this matter hai been satisfactorily, nettled by Mr. Onassls. 
In a separate action in the U. 6. District Courto Washington. D. C., during 
December, 1955, a plea of guilty was accept eairom Mr. 'Oradsts on charges » / 

Mm _of criminal conspiracy to defraud add of airing false statements to the V K 

— — G overnment. The court fined Mr. 0000010 * companies a total of $160. 000. ]W 
— t wt took no individual action against Mr/ Onassls. /QC-*' & L/ JLU- 

. i . *> : rec-« 
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• Mrs. Mildred Stegall 



Id more recent years, mi r files reveal that Mr. Ones sis 
has been the subject of a treat deal of sensational publicity. Be owns a 
luxurious yacht called the Christina IV, which he formerly kept in the 
harbor of Monte Carlo and on which he has entertained many prominent 
world figures. In 1850, Mr. Onassls was Involved In a scandal which 
canned considerable publicity. It was alleged that an affair had developed 
between the opera singer, Marla C alias, and Mr. Onassls during a cruise 
on his yacht which resulted in the breakup of the marriage of Miss Callns 
and her husband. 

In October, 1063, Mr. Onassls bested Mrs. Jacqueline 
Kennedy on n Mediterranean cruise in ia party which also Included Under 
Secretary of Commerce Franklin D. Booeevelt, Jr. , and Princess 
B adz twill, a sister of Mrs. Kennedy**. 



9 092 148, which may pertain to Mr* Onassls. 

A oopy of this communication has not been sent to the 
Attorney General. 


Sincerely yours. 
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ur eic r eanon 
end Jack Andefson 

On Nov. K this erf 

carried a news Hem re- 

Igarddng the ambition of 
fGreek ship -owner Aristotle 
Ow«|s “to be the bJoiaer in- 
President Kennedy" 
tight day* later President 1 
Kennedy was dead, and now 1 
five years later Onassis has 
become the husband of Presi- 
dent Kennedy's widow* 

Prior to this, during the 
Eatal fall of 1963. Jacqueline 
Kennedy bad gone to Greece 
tor a cruise on the ornate 
3 nasals yacht, to dissuade her 
lister, Princess Lee Radii well. 
Iron* mMirying Onassis. She 
lad returned from Greece 
only a abort time before the 
Jragedy erf Dallas 
' There were "several reasons 
toby President Kennedy was 
mot enthusiastic about having 
Ida aisler-ia-law marry the 
big, brusque shipowner, one 

B f them being the fact that 
nasals bad been embroiled 
fa it passionate love affair 
with Maria Call*!, the opera 
ringer. When ’she was discov- 
ered on the Onassis yacht, 
3naisii bad made the remark; 

i MilCt, iod i 

I girl In every port 
The romance with Madam 
Dallas bad got nowhere, pari- 
ty because her Italian hus- 
band had refused to five her 
i divorce. So Onassis turned 
Ws affections to Princess 
R a frhri M— *. ; 

l Radii will bad been on 

t hg Onass is yacht tnoaLAUhe 
rummer when Jackie Joined 
her in the late summer of 
1963 for a cruise through the 
Aegean. On the yacht at the 
time was Jofl Agnelli, head of . 
the Italian flat motor empire 
md Jackie's aacort on prrv- 
MedUerranean cruises— • 
wbldi bad caused oom- 
t la the European press 
ad considerable -eyebrow - 
among the Jet pet In j 
be and Root , " ■ I 

There were after ^reasons, 
President Kennedy 

•rjaenns 

ran -law. Onassis^ 
nee been criminally 
»y the Justice Departme nt 
tlT; Vuhed 


Rui« with in . _ 

and fei'i'" paid the United 
States *7 million la peril* 
meat. 

A former stevedore who mar- 
ried the daughter of 6tavros 
G. U vinos, coe ef the great 
•hipping tycoon* of Greece, 
Onassis got biJ start first from 
bis father-in-law, second from 
buying op surplus American 
ships after the war. 

A Wndly Uncle Bam with 
too many ships on bis bands 
wanted to rehabilitate the mer- 
chant marine of European na- 
tions and as a result Greek 
merchants bought 98 Liberty 
•hips for a paitrydowu pay- 
ment of $21,780 per ship plus 
a Greek government ban 
guarantee and Greek certifi- 
cates extended under the Mar 

^OrrFK snippers 
*' — v ^ "ian goory b^nepec 
as did French, British and 
government steamers, 
the contrary, some of the 
purchased privately from 
tblted States were trans 
ferred to Panamanian, Libert 




^topping 
EjCtalfilie Fort, sJnaa.htond! 
■ Bird John ton,, hid, 

btjnrtucsA, Lrsd*» Blsji mto 
Pw*« HamUton. 

: Kiireboi bu now ltd Char- 
lotte Ford— or dha Ml tom— 
to nturn to hi* Greek wilt. 

Th* two Greek -shipowner* 
nod two Conner brother-in-law 
are man ben of toe Istenu- 
5il Jot -Set which nuffluia 
between New Toxic, Athens 
and Paris. Onaaris has a home 
to Athety called "Mikroksv- 
euri," which means "little 
Crab* a yacht usually an- 
chored in the Aegean off the 
Astir bathing beach, two caba- 
nas at Vouliagmeni, another 
bathing beach near Athens, 
and « private Island off the 
west coast erf Greece. 
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Up from Tragedy 


Onassis has come a long way 
from the young Greek refugee 
in 1922 barely escaped 
from Smyrna with bis hfe. The 

Greek population of Smyrna ^be Washington Poa *^ fj O I 

faced the altematiye of being Tin** Herald 

An or fioodumn i registry. They j^itchered by the Turkish army The Washington Daily New* . 

^ald almost no taxes In themselves tote.- - ■ ^ - 


* The Evening Star (Washington) , 


_ ae*. Ona sale's father was 
tolled, but far snd hi* mother ^ Sundsy Star (Wuhtogton) . 

l *ri sister were picked «p by Daily Nawa Cfiaw yotki 

elief boats In Smyrna harbor ^ New , (*,„ Yotk) 

“ the etty . burned behind , 


New Yoik Pori . 


He became a small fisher- The New York Times , 
a an, operated bis own schoon- yhe Sun (Baltimora) _ 
rid gradually rose to be 




D*f«Ua VmIiI 


Examiner (Washington) , 



Jbreece, and as Greek dtixens 
With income from Panama or 
t jKeria, they .were sot it 
mired to pay taxes to toe 
potted State*. 

( Competitors 

i Tor American Women 

tiJSSttSfcr £.!5!ta5 ‘•f "“<?•“ U “ Wr 

terlosn women, has been his owner of the Olympic Air* The Wall Btreri Journal 

Jther4o-l«w, 6. 6 Nlarefao*. fry 1 - . a- ■ t ^ IV Nation al Obaarvar. 

{Another big Greek shipowner m-iuciu^ fra****, Jm. 

“Who married potter daughter 
wf XJvanoa. . * j 

J NUrcbos Is the Greek who 
ade headlines te the United 
tes by marrying Charlotte 
daughter of motor ty* 

Henry Ford XL Nlarebos 
a fugitive from a $16,862,* 
tax .Judgment by Unde 
but managed to get it 
tiled lor about *5. cents on 
e dollar In time to arrive* 

New Tork one way 
a by was . born to bis 
e. Be bad (Uvoxwad tUs 
wife to marry Char- 
despite the Mg lift given 
dhippian mi* hr 
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Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gate 
Mr. 

MfTTiTri — 
Mr. Tr^^r - 

Td«. Rwiu — 
Mi* H lines 



stories concerning the Marriage of Aristotl f 'Onassfai^ c»ndy 
and Mrs . Jacquelin&vKennedy ' have reported - his age 

A« <19 f ?kAiihh*t vnti alnkt h» 4nti>n>ict«d 4« 1m nv. 

I **"* T • A **i VW V- Jf V MM- m AJJII » W AM V- W » WW AM BbMV r<v — IP* 

ing that information furnished to the Department of 
State by Onassis' daughter and son, Christina and 
Alexander, show be was born in 1900. 
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Christina 
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rues oi xne rassport On ice aisciose xnax 
vQnassis, b orn on 12/1 1 /50 at Hew Y ork Ci t] 
was last 'issued passport Z-76205o at~th‘e Embassy in 


(nassis, b orn on 12/1 1 /50 at Hew York Ci ty/1 

London on 10/27/i>7. In her application she listed 
her father as Aristotle .St^flnassis, born at &tyrna. 
Turkey, on January 20, 1900 .NJ 

fit** 6, ' - passport files ^IsJ^eveal that 

Alexander Socrate^Hlnassis, born on 4/30/48 at 
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tfc£' - Corisulat6-wt~Mice, France , on 10/18/66. In his 
application for thia passport, he listed his fathers 
as Arist pt e Socrat ^Onassi s. bom at Salonika, Greece, 

1 nATT .r 


on January“21, 190TJ. 
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UNITED STATES GO^ JLNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. 

U. . 
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Tales* 


t*Tfc 10-23-68 



SUBJECT: 
/ - 


ARISTOTLE SOCRATES ONASSIS 
SYNOPSIS: 











Bullies concerning onassis reviewed at Mr. Tolson*e request. 
i Onassis, a Greek ship and airline owner, has variously been reported ' 
fas born in either 1900 or 1906. Onassis was subject of FBI investigation 
in 1943-1944 which failed to confirm allegations that he had expressed 
sentiments inimical to the United States war effort. Extensive FBI in- 
vestigation of Onassis In 1950's resulted in six companies he owned / ^ 
being fined 7 million dollars after they had pleaded guilty to defrauding 
the United States Government by illegally placing American ships undsr i^^ 
foreighregistery. In connection with this same investigation, In Ivan ; - - 
Onassis personally pleaded guilty in United States District Court to y\ 
charges of conspiracy to defraud and making false statements for whW|j£^^ 

his companies paid additional fines totaling $160, 000. ” 

sonal lv agains t Onassis. Onassis 
in recent years has 

of much publicity resulting from nis global affair wtUvopera singer 
Maria Callas and his close ties with the-ta teJohn y ^Kennertv*^ family 
In May , 1968, a source reported Onassis had interest in Bgfrtlna Island 
gambling club. Following recent marriage with JacquelinerCennedy, one 
Washington newspaper reported the newlyweds would take up residency 
In Ne w York . Identification record for Onassis is attached. , . j 
j/td - 
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For information. 
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Jones to Bishop memo 

RE: .ARISTOTLE SOCRATES ONASSIS 
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In accordance with Mr. Tolson's request, Bufiles have been 
reviewed concerning Aristotle Socrates Onassis. — 
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Onassis, a wealthy ship and airline owner, is described in various '**- - 
public source material as having been born in 1906. However, FBI identi- 
fication records and information obtained from Passport Office files, reveal 
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Onassis was the subject of a security-type investigation by the FBI during 
1943-1944 based on allegations that he had expressed sentiments inimical 
to the war efforts of the United States. This was at a time when Onassis 
had come to the United States from Argentina in connection with an attempt 
to sell two oil tankers to the War Shipping Administration. Our investiga- 
tion at that time failed to disclose that Onassis was engaged in any activity 
Inimical to the United States. However, In 1945 allegations were received 
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firms under fictitious names. Allegations were also made after the war" 
that Onassis had been engaged in smuggling tobacco into Argentina to avoid - 
ttte hi gh import duty. Nq^onfirmatLon of these allegations has been received. 

Our files reveal that we conducted an extensive Fraud Against the 
Government investigation In 1954 regarding alleged violations by Onassls k=rw 
of the citizenship provision of the shipping laws which require that American 
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17 vessels had been purchased by companies owned or controlled by Onassis 
by making false statements that these ships were being acquired fay American 
interests. In December, 1955, Onassis pleaded six of these companies 
guilty in a civil action in the U. S. District Court, Washington, D. C., 
and agreed to pay the Government seven million dollars. Our files reveal ‘ * 
that this matter has been satisfactorily settled by Onassis. In a separate 
action in the U. 8. District Court, Washington, D. C., during December, 
io 55^ • niM rjf guilty was accepted from Onassis on charges of criminal 
conspiracy to defraud and of making false statements to the Government. H 
The court fined Onassis' companies a total of $160, 000, but took no indivi- 
dual action against Onassis. 
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In more recent years, our flies reveal that Onassis has been 
the subject of a great deal of sensationa l publicity. He owns a 
yacht called the Christina IV, which he formerly kept in the harbor 
of Monte Carlo and on which he has entertained many prominent wonn 
figures. In 1959, OnasSls was involved in a scandal which caused 

S considerable publicity. St was alleged that an affair had developed 
tween the opera singer, Maria Callas, and Onassis during a cruise , 
his yacht which resulted in die breakup of the marriage of Miss Chllal 
and her husband. 



In October, 1969, Onasslshosted 

Commerce Franklin D. BtoSeve 
sister of Mrs._Kennedr *s. ^ 


Mediterranean cruise in a party which also 
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In May, 1968, tt FBI source reported tfaat OoisSU Is allegedb 
interested in Ihe possible rehabilitation" of the ga m bling $erhdt |p£ 
Cat Cay Club in the Bahama Islands. This information came to 
attention while the Onassis yacht was tied qp la the Iliam^ Flo 
for several weeks ~ ' ... ■' * -vSljK’lJff V 
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"The Washington Dally News, "in Its issue 
carried a United Frees International release which 
Kennedy Onassis* toother, Mrs. Hugh Aod*InclpSMs jSaying gpt, 
and Ids bride “““ ~ 
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Attached is a copy of an FBI Identification Recoi 
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Attached is a na me check 
1 sc-uesi from State Department 
(Visa Office; on Ar istotlfc 
Socrates O.iassis. Attached 
thereto is a letterhead memo- 
randum summarizing information 
in Bureau liies concerning 
0:.assrE>. If approved, this ^ 
ramo check request form ar... 
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sl.vuld oe forwarded to Liaison Se 
lor do-livery to State Department. 
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